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Irene Dover 

Irene joined IAM on 8th August 1993 and with that the Cumberland and Westmorland 

Group.  She took her advanced test early the following year.  Irene became a group 

observer during that same summer.   

As Skills for Life demand and delivery changed over the years Irene has supported 

both one-to-one observing and mass tuition methods working with countless numbers 

of Associates over the years. 

Our current Chairman Irene has also held the position of Vice Chairman and guided the 

Penrith group through our merger with our neighbours at Kendal. 

 

Ken Hodgson 

Ken joined the IAM and the Cumberland and Westmorland Group on 1st March 1974 

and became a Group Observer immediately after passing his test.  Having now 

amassed 43 years of observing Ken has supported countless Associates through their 

Skill for Life programmes.  

Ken has served as a committee member for all of those years organising promotional 

events to develop the group and social activities to entertain the members. 

For too many years to remember Ken served as Associate Co-ordinator and has also 
held the reigns as Group Chairman. He is currently our Vice Chairman and Senior Ob-

server. 

 

Ken Twentyman 

Ken joined the IAM and the Cumberland and Westmorland 5017 Group on 1st March 

1969.  He became a Group Observer in 1975.   

Observing for 40 years Ken supported countless Associates through their Better Driver 

and Skill for Life programmes travelling the length and breadth of Cumbria to provide 

one-to-one support and deliver mass tuition presentations.  

Ken has served as Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Group and to this day is an ac-
tive Committee Member. 
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First of all a big thank you to all those members who have paid their sub-

scriptions on time.  To those that haven’t yet paid we’ve got your names!!!!   

Just to remind everyone that hasn’t yet paid our group subscriptions were 

due on 1st November 2017 and for this year are £8 (or £12 for two members 

at the same address).   

The subscriptions are used to support operational costs for the group and 

help us to deliver the Advance Driver programme to our Associates.   

Right now we have 134 Full Members and 23 Associates under training and 

we’re running at a rate of 22 new members per year.  

From 1st January we’re now operating with six IMI qualified observers of 

which 3 are National Observer and 3 are Local Observers.  If you like the 

idea of giving Observing a try please get in touch with the Group Secretary. 

If you’re feeling guilt and would like to pay your membership now please 

send a cheque payable to ‘Penrith and Kendal Advance Motorists’ to 

Brookside Farm, Gamblesby, Penrith, CA10 1HY.  Please remember you 

PAKAM Group subscription is not you iAM RoadSmart membership fee  - 

the two costs are totally different –we’re much much cheaper! 

Finally if you would like to pay your subscription in future years by Stand-
ing Order which would certainly cut down the amount of administration we 
have to do please complete the mandate at the end of the Newsletter and 

hand it in to your bank – thanks! 

Did You Know 
The Highway Code was first launched in 1931, and is constantly up-

dated so that drivers can stay aware of the latest road-safety rules and 

regulations. It sells hundreds of thousands of copies each year, as peo-

ple look to brush up on their knowledge ahead of the Driving Theory 

test. The impact of The Highway Code book was palpable; when it 

was first introduced in 1931 there were 7,000 road deaths per year, 

despite Great Britain only having around 2 million motorists. Today, 

thanks to the improved road awareness that The Highway Code facili-

tated (and, of course, improvements in technology) only around half 

that number of road-related deaths now occur, despite Great Britain 

playing host to 27 million vehicles.  

It seems mad now, but one licence once covered both cars and motor-

bikes -- if you'd passed a motorcycle test back in the Thirties, you 

could get behind the wheel of a car, no questions asked, despite them 

being drastically different vehicles. Examiners would assess a motor-

cyclist's performance by positioning themselves on a common or city 

square and observe the rider from afar -- which must have been aw-

fully safe for all the pedestrians nearby. It wasn't until the 1947 Motor 

Vehicles Driving Licences Regulations act that motorcyclists were 

put in their own licence group.  
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I’d be very interested to know if any of our mem-

bers own and run a classic car of any kind and if 

there would be any interest in organising our very 

own classic summer outing.  I know Chairman Irene 

daily drives her beloved red Saab with an astonish-

ing mileage recorded on the odometer while I have 

a number of old Triumphs tucked away, so I am 

wondering if there are any other enthusiasts out 

there waiting for a summer challenge to bring them 

outdoors?  Please get touch if you would be inter-

ested in some sort of motor event. 

Last year left us in no doubt that we need to devel-

op a succession plan for the committee to follow on 

with the great success we have had with the ob-

server team.  There are always opportunities to 

help even in the smallest of ways and so if anyone 

would like to get involved with the committee then 

please don’t be backwards at coming forwards. 

Committee meets five times a year for a couple of 

hours to steer the direction of the group.  It’s hard 

to measure how much we contribute towards road 

safety in our region but given that the group in one 

guise or another has been in existence since 1964 

it’s reasonable to assume that it has made some 

contribution by training well in excess of 1000 Ad-

vanced Drivers in that time.  You can make a contri-

bution however small and help make our streets 

that little bit safer for everyone.  Please consider 

giving something back. 

 

Andy Ramsden Group Secretary 

Britain’s roads are rife with bad, and often dangerous, driving habits, that’s according to a 
study by business driving expert, The Fuelcard Company, which has identified the top ten 
driving faux pas being committed on the nation’s roads. 

Ten worst driving habits! 
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New Members: 

  

The Team would also like to congratulate: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On passing their Advanced 
Tests. 

 

 

 

Lorna Graham        Grasmere 

Dr Mike Warren  Heversham  

New Committee Members 

The following members have shown         

interest and have joined our committee. 

Nick Ricketts  

Peter Harney  

Bruce Brookes-Tee  
Neil Wallis-Tennant  Barrow 

Julian Rayner  Kendal 

Stephanie Donald  Greenodd 

Reginald Johnstone  Ulverston 

Graham Uney  Penrith 

Neil Wallis-Tennant       1st 

Alan Hilton 

Peter Robin 

Nicola Beet                      1st 

Jason Hadwin 

Fellows 

Funny Real Insurance Claims! 

I knew the dog was possessive about the car but I would not 
have asked her to drive it if I had thought there was any risk. 

I knocked over a man. He admitted it was his fault as he had 
been run over before. 

I left for work this morning at 7am as usual when I collided 
straight into a bus. The bus was 5 minutes early. 

I left my Austin Seven outside and when I came out later to 
my amazement there was an Austin Twelve. 

I left my car unattended for a minute, and whether by acci-
dent or design it ran away. 

I misjudged a lady crossing the street. 

I pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at my mother
-in-law and headed over the embankment. 

I pulled into a lay-by with smoke coming from under the bon-
net. I realised the car was on fire so took my dog & smothered 
it with a blanket. 

I remember nothing after missing the Crown Hotel until I 
came to and saw PC Brown. 

I saw a slow-moving, sad-faced old gentleman as he bounced 
off the roof of my car. 

I saw her look at me twice. She appeared to be making slow 
progress when we met on impact. 

I started to slow down but the traffic was more stationary 
than I thought. 
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So … this is my attempt at impersonation our much loved 

Chief Observer Terry Simpkin who is currently sunning him-

self on an extended vacation in New Zealand.  In his absence 

Terry has left me to look after our wonderful team of Observ-

ers.  I can assure you all they’re doing a great job for us and at 

the same time keeping me on the ‘straight and narrow’.  

Since Terry’s last article I can report that Huston Clement has 

completed his IMI Local Observer accreditation and is now 

up and running in the south of our area.  We’re quite well 

supported in the south with Jan, Bob Huston, Tony and of 

course Terry covering quite an active area.  Although business 

in the north is quieter for some reason right now we only have 

Thane in this area, so to repeat Terry’s call if you would like 

to support the group and become a Local Observer in the 

north or south please let us know. The IMI Local Observer 

accreditation process is an “in-house” process which involves 

a number of in-car sessions with one of our two Group Local 

Observer Assessors who are Terry Simpkin and Tony Danger-

field.  It’s really just like doing your Advanced Driver pro-

gramme over again to polish up and then you pass your skills 

on to someone else. Of course there is no cost to you for the 

training. So if you would like to give up a couple of hours 

from time to time then why not pass the skills you have to 

others.  The more Observers we have the lighter the work load 

becomes so everyone gains. Please have a think about it and 

give something back! 

Over the last quarter we’ve welcomed five new members to 
the group and celebrated five Advanced Driver test passes two 

of which were F1RSTs which is fantastic news.  In addition 
it’s also great to be able to report we have our first group Fel-

low Membership (that we know about!). I can also add that 

two members are currently polishing up their skills in readi-
ness for their Fellow Assessments – more news later I hope!  

Of course, it’s always possible that some members are con-

verting to Fellow independently of the group. If you are one 
and don’t mind us recording the achievement it would be 

great to keep our own Fellow register so please do let us 

know. 

While driving with snow on your roof isn’t a spe-

cific offence, if it slips over the windscreen or 

slides off your car into the path of another, it 

could leave the driver open to a charge of 'driving 

without due consideration' or 'using a motor ve-

hicle in a dangerous condition'.  

Every pedestrian knows how infuriating it is to be 

drenched by a driver going through a puddle – 

but many of us don’t know you actually have the 

right to take their registration number and report 

them to the police. Their behaviour could count as 

careless driving – punishable by a fine of up to 

£5,000 or up to nine points on their licence.  

A survey by the RAC found 61% of drivers think 
it’s legal to send a text message on their mobile 
phone while their car is stationary and the engine 
is running, in a traffic jam, for example. 
However, to remain within the law you must 
be safely parked, which is generally taken to 
mean that you should be parked in a genuine 
parking space, such as a layby, street-side parking 
space, or car park.  

A queue of traffic doesn’t meet the criteria, even 
if everyone is stationary. 
 
A lot of drivers don’t realise their photocard driv-
ing licence is only valid for 10 years and failing to 
update it could lead to a fine of up to £1,000. You 
can check the expiry date on yours by looking on 
the front in section 4b, although you should re-
ceive a reminder in the post.  
 
It is an offence to drive in the outside lane of a 
motorway when you are towing a trailer or cara-
van. The only exceptions are when you are over-
taking an exceptionally wide vehicle, or if you are 
only doing so in an emergency situation.  

Did You Know … 

http://www.rac.co.uk/press-centre/press-releases/motorists-muddled-over-mobile-phone-law
https://www.gov.uk/using-mobile-phones-when-driving-the-law
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Here are a lot of letters, all you have to do is strike 
out five letters and you should have a word, which 
is in any English Dictionary. 

 

A F P I O V E L L O E G T T I E R E S S 
 

Answer at the bottom of the page. 

Answer Phone Messages: 

Hi.  This is John: If you are the phone company, I 
already sent the money.  If you are my parents, 
please send money. 

If you are my Financial Aid Institution, you didn't 
lend me enough money. 

If you are my friends, you owe me money. 

If you are a female, don't worry I have plenty of 
money. 

 

Hi.  John's answering machine is broken.  This is the 
refrigerator. 

Please speak very slowly, and I'll stick your message 
to myself with one of these magnets. 

 

Hello, you are talking to a machine. 

I am capable of receiving messages. 

My owners do not need windows, or a hot tub, and 
their carpets are clean.  They give to charity 
through their office and do not need their picture 
taken.  If you're still with me, leave your name and 
number and they will get back to you. 

 

This is not an answering machine this is a telepathic 
thought recording device.  After the tone, think 
about your name, your reason for calling and a 
number where I can reach you, and I'll think about 
returning your call. 

 

 

 

Hi.  I am probably home.  I'm just avoiding some-
one I don't like. 

Leave me a message, and if I don't call back, it's 
you. 

 

Hi, this is George. 

I'm sorry I can't answer the phone right now. 

Leave a message, and then wait by your phone un-
til I call you back. 

 

If you are a burglar, then we're probably home 
cleaning our weapons right now and can't come to 
the phone. 

Otherwise, we probably aren't home and it's safe 
to leave a message. 

 

Please leave a message. 

However, you have the right to remain silent. 

Everything you say will be recorded and will be 
used by us. 

 

Hello, you've reached Jim & Sonya. 

We can't pick up the phone right now because 
we're doing something we really enjoy.  Sonya likes 
doing it up & down, and I like doing it left to 
right.......real slow.........So leave a message, and 
when we get done brushing our teeth we'll get 
back to you. 

Brain Teasers Answers: 

 

A F P I O V E L L O E G T T I E R E S S 
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A time for a little recognition … 

As Terry Simpkin mentioned in the last Newsletter 

the New Year brought about a huge change in the 

Group.  Having carried out a little research it’s an 

even bigger occasion what we first realised!  Well 

over 100 years of observing experience retired 

from service on the stroke of midnight on New 

Year’s Eve 2017.   As we reported at the AGM our 

Chairman Irene and 

Vice Chairman Ken 

had both elected to 

retire from observing 

at New Year as the 

new IMI Observer 

Qualification became 

a requirement for 

Group Observers.  At 

the same time Com-

mittee Member Ken 

Twentyman (… so 

many Ken’s around 

here!) unbeknown to 

some of us was still a 

registered observer 

just not practising and had been so for many 

years through the merger of PANLAM and 

KASLAM. This means that Ken Twentyman also 

celebrated his observer retirement on the stroke 

of the New Year after giving more than 40 years 

of service to the group.   

Irene joined IAM in August 1993 and with that the 

Cumberland and Westmorland Group.  She took 

her advanced test early the following year and 

became a group observer during that same sum-

mer.  As Skills for Life demand and delivery 

changed over the years Irene has supported both 

one-to-one observing and mass tuition methods 

working with countless numbers of Associates 

over the years.  Our current Chairman Irene has 

also held the position of Vice Chairman and guid-

ed the Penrith group through the merger with our 

neighbours at Kendal. 

Ken H. joined the IAM and the Cumberland and 

Westmorland Group on 1st March 1974 and be-

came a Group Observer immediately after passing 

his test.  Having now amassed 43 years of observ-

ing Ken has supported countless Associates 

through their Skill for Life 

programmes. Ken has 

served as a committee 

member for all of those 

years organising promo-

tional events to develop 

the group and social activi-

ties to entertain the mem-

bers.  For too many years 

to remember Ken served 

as Associate Co-ordinator 

and has also held the 

reigns as Group Chairman. 

He is currently our Vice 

Chairman. 

Ken T. joined the IAM and the Cumberland and 

Westmorland Group in March 1969.  He became a 

Group Observer in 1975.  Observing for 40 years 

Ken supported countless Associates through their 

Better Driver and Skill for Life programmes travel-

ling the length and breadth of Cumbria to provide 

one-to-one support and deliver mass tuition 

presentations. Ken has served as Chairman and 

Vice Chairman of the Group and remains an active 

Committee Member. 

It’s impossible to say just how many people have 

benefitted from the efforts of Irene the two Ken’s 

over these years but it’s safe to say the roads of 

Cumbria and well beyond are a safer place for 

their dedication.  So there we have it - a Century 

of Observing parked up! 

Andy Ramsden  
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When we took up residence by the old Ding Dong mine to the 

north of Penzance in the summer of 1968 we soon realised that 

we needed a second car to get me to work at Porthcurno whilst 

Connie used our brand new Ford Anglia Estate for all the fami-

ly journeys. For the bargain price of £95 we bought  835MRL, 

a 1961-vintage Austin A35 van, from one of the George family 

of fishermen who lived in  Sennen Cove.  To make it possible, 

on occasions, to carry the full family of 2 adults and 3 children 

I found a back decking from  a Mini Clubman at a nearby scrap 

yard which we discovered was  an exact fit for the A35. We 

didn’t  bother to add side windows as the car was only likely to 

be used by the whole family on infrequent occasions.  The chil-

dren quite liked the diminutive A35 and named it after Enid 

Blyton’s  well-known children’s character, “Noddy”  . 

We quickly discovered that it was easy to carry out all mainte-

nance functions ourselves, including brake and clutch replace-

ment and  when the bodywork started to rust we dealt with that 

too – holes appeared in several places and we filled them in 

with chicken wire, pieces of cloth from my old pyjamas and 

Isopon. After spraying with the vacuum cleaner attachment the 

resulting work looked very good indeed though how the car 

passed its annual MOT  was always a mystery. A near neigh-

bour owned an immaculate A35 van with no rust and to his 

chagrin it failed the test. I can only think that the MOTs in the 

late 1960s and early 1970s were nowhere near so thorough as 

modern day tests. 

The low point of Noddy’s presence in our life came early one 

morning in pitch darkness with black ice on the road – I ex-

pected to meet slippery roads and drove at a very modest speed 

so that when I was on the descending bend at Buryas Bridge, to 

the West of Penzance I was ready for what happened. I spotted 

a single light coming towards to me that indicated some sort of 

two-wheeler, the light suddenly became erratic and there was a 

sudden crash as something hit one of my front wheels and with 

a shower of sparks an object went past me in the east-bound 

carriageway. I pulled over and found a body in the road which 

showed no signs of life. The object lying on the other side of 

the road turned out to be a virtually undamaged scooter. The 

police appeared, together with a wrecking crew to retrieve my 

car which was not drivable as the offside wheel had been driven 

back into contact with the body. It transpired that the young 

lady who had been killed skidded on the ice and fell face down 

before sliding across the centre line to impact with my car. 

Noddy didn’t take the accident at all well as the upper part of 

the body separated from the lower along a rust line that had 

eaten through the metal and I was amazed when the insurance 

company authorised repairs to be carried out as the car really 

should have been scrapped. 

It was a good six months before I managed to get my speed 

back to anything over 30 mph as the shock of the accident was 

still present – Noddy might have been restored but I certainly 

hadn’t and the effects are still with me half a century later. I 

drive on the narrow, winding and obstructed Cumbrian roads 

still expecting to be facing the unexpected and my speed is al-

ways around the 30 mark, whatever the National Speed Limit 

might say. It is unfathomable to me that narrow winding roads, 

with blind bends and obscured summits can allow speeds of up 

to 60 mph. Two vehicles travelling at this speed impacting each 

other at up to 120 mph are likely to find themselves strewn over 

nearby fields. 

Noddy reached the end of the line in the summer of 1975, 

shortly before I left for Anguilla in the West Indies; I was in 

Penzance and I had pulled over on Morrab Road to let a passen-

ger get out of the car and to my amazement the passenger side 

door fell off – body rust underneath the hinges simply stopped 

the door staying in position. I drove home with a very sick car 

and disposed of it to a local enthusiast who was buying up 

A35s in the hope of getting enough parts to build a number of 

roadworthy vehicles, mine being the 8th to go into his work-

shop. 

Whenever I visit the Hayes Garden Centre in Ambleside I in-

variably go to the immaculate Austin A30 van that has been 

restored to pristine condition and appears to have been one of 

the early means of transport used by the business to transport 

materials around the neighbourhood. Apart from the moulded 

door detail it is a clone of the later A35 that we called Noddy 

and I am amazed that five of us managed to squeeze into such a 

tiny car – it really was little bigger than a motorised perambula-

tor (pram, in modern parlance). 

In many ways I equate myself to Noddy as I too have a body 

possessing many and quite varied defects that start at the level 

of my eyes and extend right down to the fallen arches that have 

been my lot since birth. In themselves none could be classed as 

life threatening but simply annoying and inconvenient. At least 

this is what I thought until my hospitalisation in the middle of 

2016 for an internal infection to be fixed – nothing was diag-

nosed at the time but I learned that I had an irregular pulse beat  

had been detected which, quite surprisingly, was not investigat-

ed. This all changed early in 2017 when a Pre-Op ECG showed 

that, like Noddy, there was a more serious problem present, 

rejoicing  in the name of Atrial Fibrillation. When I learned that 

many people have this and it rarely leads to anything serious I 

relaxed. My relaxation came to an abrupt end when I was 

whisked off to hospital, in an ambulance that felt as though it 

had square wheels, on September 24th with a suspected Stroke 

diagnosis. This was duly confirmed and at that point I joined 

Noddy with a more serious problem than Fallen Arches. Fortu-

nately I have much the same attitude towards my body and 

Noddy’s in that it is easy for me to apply the mantra of the 

Armed Forces, that I learned as a teenager – “if you can’t take a 

joke, you shouldn’t have joined”! My RAMC Major father-in-

law had another line of thought that he had proved to be true as 

a Japanese prisoner-of-war when he once said to me “Michael, 

if worrying helped I would join you!” Both thoughts have col-

oured my thoughts right up to the present day and they definite-

ly make it easier for me to cope with whatever life might throw 

at me. 

Michael Wolfenden 

Noddy and Me! 
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Membership Standing Order – Penrith and Kendal                          

Advanced Motorists 
 

Bank Details: 

Branch Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address:            __________________________________________________________________ 

             __________________________________________________________________ 

Account Number:    ______________________    Bank Sort Code:        ________________________ 

 

To the Bank - please pay to Barclays Bank PLC, Penrith Branch 20.66.97, for the account of Penrith &    

Kendal Advanced Motorists Account No 70306312 the sum of * £8:00 (eight pounds) or                    

Family membership, (two members at the same address) * £12:00 (twelve pounds) on the                  

1st November 2017 and annually until further notice.    (* Please delete as necessary) 

 

Account Holders Signature:    ______________________________________________________ 

 

Note:  When completed please deliver to your bank and advise our Treasurer of delivery for our  

records - Thankyou. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Standing Order July 2017 v03                        Charity Number 1056449  
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Hello Everyone and a Happy New Year.  I hope 

that you are all keeping well after the festive 

period.  We had some variable weather to say 

the least!  Good for testing driving skills that’s 

to be sure.    One minute it’s raining, followed 

by sleet and sometimes the snow came down.  

As if that wasn’t enough we had some treacher-

ous ice thrown in for good measure!    

So far, I’ve been very fortunate not to have en-

countered any very difficult driving conditions.  

A lot of which, I have to say, is attributed to our 

“knights of the road”, namely the gritting teams 

who have been out in all weathers so that our 

roads are kept open.   Obviously, they can’t be 

everywhere all the time but they keep our main 

routes open which is critical.   

As we move into 2018 I’m sure we’ll see more 

and more new technology being developed and 

used in new vehicles.  As many of you know, I 

drive a 24-year-old vehicle which has 443,000 

miles on the clock.  That said, it has air-

conditioning, heated front seats and cruise con-

trol, not bad for an “oldie”.  I appreciate mod-

ern vehicles are almost turning into “space 

ships” with all the gadgets that they have.  I 

wonder, though, not to insult anyone’s intelli-

gence, how many drivers use or know what all 

the buttons and switches mean.  Many times, I 

meet vehicles with daylight running lights on 

but no rear lights are showing.  Sometimes 

weather conditions require rear lights on.  I 

firmly believe that those drivers are not aware 

that, in most vehicles, there are no rear lights 

on with daylight running lights.  As it gets dusk 

they can still see where they’re going but have 

no rear lights showing, quite dangerous at 

times. 

I recently spotted an article in the newspaper 

that I would like to share with you.  Apparently, 

motorists will be able to park their car remotely 

using a smartphone or key fob for the first time 

under plans to overhaul the rules of the road.  

Regulations will be updated to take account of 

driverless technology that allows motorists to 

stand on the kerbside and watch their vehicle 

park itself.  Some prestige models already have 

remote control parking.  The intention is that it 

will help motorists or passengers who struggle 

to get in or out of cars, as well as drivers forced 

to squeeze their vehicles into small garages or 

tight spaces.  As you can imagine, this is also 

controversial in the sense that the Department 

for Transport admits that the use of a hand-

held device to remotely park leads to 

“uncertainty” at present.   

Technically, it could clash with separate regula-

tions that ban motorists from using a mobile 

phone or tablet computer at the wheel, putting 

car owners at risk of prosecution.  The DfT is pro-

posing to amend the Road Vehicles Regulations 

1986 to make it clear that remote parking devic-

es are legal.  A limit will be imposed on the de-

vice to ensure that it is used only “if a command 

is activated within six metres of the vehicle”.  It 

is likely that the change will be introduced by 

spring 2018. 

As you will appreciate, I don’t have these prob-

lems!! 

Safe driving wherever you go and please take 

care in all those weather conditions we get 

(often all in the same day). 

 

Kind regards, 

Irene M. Dover 
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At least that’s where this newsletter article was sup-
posed to be from Aotearoa, New Zealand. My Wife 
and I were supposed to be on the South Island but 
we must have taken a wrong turn somewhere be-
cause we came to this: 

 

What does an English-
man always talk about, 
but the weather. We 
have been in New Zea-
land for nearly 6 weeks 
now and really only had 
3 days of serious rain, 

and one of those was Boxing Day. We have general-
ly had temperatures in excess of 200C and on occa-
sions in excess of 300C. The news from back home of 
snow and Storm Eleanor made me think “I hope all 
the Group members have set the cars up for winter 
weather”, and then I went back to working on the 
sun tan. 

We have driven about 3,500 kilometres so far, so I 
have had a good opportunity to observe the locals 
and their driving techniques. While they drive on 
the same side of the road they do some things a bit 
differently to us. Most noticeable is the use of indi-
cators. They are used at every change of direction, 
irrespective of the fact there may be no other road 
user to benefit. The NZ Transport Agency’s Road 
Code says: 

You must signal for at least three seconds 
before you: 

 turn left or right 

 move towards the left or right (for example, 
when you pull back into the left lane after 
passing another vehicle) 

 stop or slow down 

 move out: 

   from a parking space 

   to pass another vehicle 

   to change lanes. 

Now the word MUST, it is not in bold in their Code, 
but it must mean must, and everyone does it. I saw 
a police car stop at a red light in a mandatory left 
turn lane, and switch a left hand indicator on, with 

nobody behind him. The only problem with the 
Code it doesn’t say that you should make the indica-
tion BEFORE you start the braking, so you often get 
brake lights and slowing, then three seconds of indi-
cator. 

There are very few motorway or dual carriageways 
on the State Highways (SH). There are motorways 
near major cities such as Auckland and Christchurch, 
but they soon run out and become single carriage-
way State Highways. The maximum speed limit is 
100kph (60mph) and this applies to all roads, unless 
a lower limit is set.  

On the SH’s there are sections of three lane road 
which allows a passing lane for a short distance, 
never much more than a kilometre. You have to 
keep to the left unless overtaking and this rule is 
very much adhered to. Speed limits are adhered to 
more so than in the UK. There are very few drivers 
exceeding the 100kph limit and in the urban limit of 
50kph (31.25mph) is generally well adhered to. 

Many of the roads, even major SH’s, have some 
pretty severe bends on them. They are well signed 
and are given advisory speed limits. I have generally 
found these advisory limits to be far more accurate 
that similar ones in the UK. However, a word of 
warning, some of the locals take these bends at 
these advisory limits irrespective of whether they 
can see the road ahead is clear, such that they could 
stop the vehicle, safely, in that distance they can 
see.  

For the English advanced driver these roads are 
great for “limit point” driving, but again here is a 
major difference. The locals have the habit of slow-
ing the vehicle on the bend whereas we would slow 
BEFORE the bend. There are road warning signs in 
some pleases that actually read “Slow Down on 
Bends”. I have only seen one that actually said 
“Slow Down Before the Bend”. Also, they do not 
drive for vision. In fact, on a left hand bend they will 
apex the near side to the extent that they actually 
have half the car over the edge of carriageway white 
line, on the hard shoulder. To drive for vision is 
often more difficult because of the camber of the 
road on some of these bends. It very much pushes 
the car to the nearside of the left hander and to the 
middle of the road on a right. 
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One particular New Zealand habit I find discon-
certing is tailgating. I do mean tailgating with a capi-
tal “T”. Doing 100kph on a SH with the car behind so 
close that you cannot see their front number plate. 
You come to a passing lane section and they don’t 
overtake you, because they would then be breaking 
the speed limit. Most of this happens while you are 
in the vicinity of the major urban areas. Once you 
are out on the country you can drive for miles, and 
hours, with virtually no other road users to worry 
you. They only have a population of just over 4.6 
million, with the number of vehicles on the road at 
just under 3 million. 

One of the other great joys is the total lack of pot 
holes. In over 3,500 kilometres of driving I could 
have counted the number of pot holes on probably 
one hand. Even their gravel roads seem to have very 
few on them. You will regularly find stretches of 
road that been re-sealed and have the dreaded 
stone chippings laid down, but it is my experience 
that the drivers do take care through these sections. 

Parking is generally free, on street, for up to 120 
minutes, right in the middle of a town. However, 
they do park as shown below; 

 

and this can be a little disconcerting when a car re-
verses out in front of you. But as you can see you 
are allowed to park outside the shops. In the major 
city centres you will find parking meters, but other 
than that parking has been free (South Lakeland DC 
and the National Parks, please note). 

I thought I would leave you with a few of the local 
road signs, most of which are very useful, others 
unusual and a couple amusing. 

Belated best wishes for the New Year and I will let 
you have more driving experiences for New Zealand 
in the next newsletter, after we get home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


